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15th – 17th October 2010






Dear Parent/Guardian

In recent years a few parents/guardians have raised concerns over allowing their children to take part in an event that takes place in a ‘mystery location’. We understand these concerns and hope that, if you have similar questions, this letter answers them and allows as many young people from Hertfordshire as possible to take part in Peak Assault.

What is Peak Assault?

Peak Assault is a competition for teams of young people involving navigation in an upland area. It has taken place almost every year since 1968 and involves more than 250 people in over 30 teams. In the past Peak Assault has been in areas such as The Peak District, The Lake District, North Wales, Dartmoor, Exmoor, Brecon Beacons.

Why is the location kept secret?

The main reasons for keeping the destination secret are to add an ‘element of surprise’ and to ensure nobody gains an unfair advantage by studying maps of the area before the competition.

What happens after the teams board the coaches on Friday night?

The coaches travel to Base Camp where all the teams and their support crews set up camp for the night.

Then on Saturday morning they head off into the hills?

Not quite. Before they leave Hertfordshire, Teams have been given a time for Kit Check. They will have breakfast before this and then report for a full kit check where every single item is scrutinised before the team is let out on the hill. Teams then receive a final safety briefing, the competition maps and a list of approximately 25 Check Points to plot on their maps. They then have set amount of time (usually 8 hours) to visit as many as possible and reach Overnight Site.

So, after the start nobody sees them until they reach Overnight?

No. During the competition teams of Marshals equipped with radios and safety equipment patrol each of the Check Points. Teams will be asked their destination and this is noted together with the time the team is seen. The Marshal teams are controlled via radio by the competition organiser who can request the status of any team at any time. In addition Peak Assault has it own Field Response team who are able to assist any teams who encounter difficulty.

The course covers an upland area that tests navigation skills and basic fitness. It does not include any terrain requiring rock climbing etc. An Advance Party spends the week before the competition placing the Check Points and familiarising themselves with the detail of the whole area.

What happens at the Overnight Site?

The Overnight Site is staffed by a dedicated team who check the condition of teams as they arrive and are available to assist with anyone who has problems.

Teams set up the tents they have carried with them, prepare their evening meal and try to get a good nights’ rest before the second leg of the competition on Sunday.

Is Sunday’s competition the same as Saturday?

Yes, in format it is the same, but is of shorter duration and ends back at Base Camp where teams are met by their Support Crew who provide them with a hot meal. When all the teams are safely off the hills there are presentations to the winning teams before everybody boards the coaches to return to Hertfordshire.
Peak Assault Registrar


( hpa@hertfordshirescouts.org.uk
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